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F O R C O N D U C T I N G B U S I N E S S 

S T A N D I N G R U L E S 

H O U S E O F R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 



R U L E S 

OP T H E D U T Y O F THE SPEAKER 
1. He shall take the chair everyday pre^Mfff& the hour to 

which the House shall have adjourned on u H H preceding; day 
shall immediately call the members to order ^MBLe on the ap-
pearance of a quorum, shall cause the journal ̂ N J ^ f preceding 
day to be read. ' 

2. He shall preserve order and decorum; may speak | j i points 
of order in preference to other members, rising from R M H m 
for that purpose; and shall decide questions of order, s u b j e c t 
an appeal to the House by any two members, on which appeal 
no member shall speak more than once, unless by leave of the 
House. 

3. He shall rise to put a question, but may state it sitting. 
4. Questions shall be distinctly put ia this form, to wit: "as 

, many as are of opinion that (as the case or .question may be ) 
say Aye;" and after the affirmation ig expressed, "as many as 
are of the contrary opinion, say No." If the Speaker doubts, 

. or a division be called far,'the House shall divide: those in the 
affirmation of the question shall first rise from their seats, and 
afterwards those in the negative. If the Speaker still doubts, 
or a count be required, the Speaker shall direct the Clerk to tell 
the votes, which being reported, he shall rise and state' the de-
cision to the House. 

' * 5. When any motion or proposition is made the question, 
will the House now consider it?" shall not be put, nnless it is , 

demanded by some member, or is deemed necessary by the Spe-
jl 



6. The Speaker shall examine a 
it is read; he shall ( have a gener 
shall have a right to name any 
of the Chair ; but such <9 
an adjournment, j 

7. All Committees shall 
otherwise specially directed 
shall be appointed by ball 
ber required shall not ele 
the House shall proceed 
lity of votes shall prevail 
required to compose o n 
equal number of votes, 

the journal, before 
ection of the hall he " 

K to perform the dut ies . . 
!, shall not extend beyond ' 

or ballots. 
8. In all other case 

of the votes given 
there shall not be 
shall be repeated 

9. In all 
taken by the House 

Vf^ shall not 
his vote 
and 

pointed by the Speaker, unless 
Ihe House, in which case they 

tod if upon such ballot, the mem-, 
6d by a majority of the votes given, 
•second ballot, in which, a plura-
1 in case a greater number than is 

1ete a Committee, shall have an 
House shall proceed to further ballot 

ballot than for Committees, a majority 
be necessary to an election ; and where 

a majority on the first ballot, the ballot 
til a majority be obtained. 4; 

f ballot, or when the ayes anil noes shall tfjj? 
!e, the Speaker shall vote ; in other cases fie i' 
ess the House be equally divided, or unless 

Ven to the minority wil l make the division equal ; 
of such equal division, the question shall be lost. 

O R D E R Of B U S I N E S S O F T H E D A Y . 

-m 

In all cases where other than members of the House 
>e eligible to ani office by the election of the House, there 

ill be a previous nomination. 
11. All acts, addresses and joint resolutions, shall be signed 

by the Speaker; and all writs, warrants and subpoenas, issued 
by order of the House, shall be under his hand and seal attested 
by the Clerk. | 

12. In case of any disturbance or disorderly conduct in the 
galleries or lobby, the Speaker or Chairman of the Committee of 
the whole House, shall have power to order the same to be 
cleared. 1 

13. Stenographer^ wishing to take down the debates, may 
be admitted by the Speaker, Who shall assign such places to 
them on the floor or elsewhere to effect their object, as shall not 
interfere with the conveniences of the House. 

14. As soon as the journal is read, the Speaker shall call for 
petitions : the petitions having been presented and disposed o f , . 



reports first from 
-tees shall be Called for 

• be called for, in the same' 
.- rules which apply to petition 

15. After petitions, report 
are gone through with it shall 
that" the House do n o w proceed 
the Speaker's table, and to the 
dcd in the affirmative, <he speaker 
messages mid communications 01 
to call tlie orders of , the day. . ., 

RffigJd^TOrai the select Committee 
resolutions shall then 

disposed of by the s a m e 

IHRUMlpN and resolutions 
to entertain a motion, 

Ifj^lr'tlifr business .. o n 
v, .which being decided 
" dispose o f the bills, 

fcvniul. then proceed 

O F D E C O R U M And debate 

16. T h e business s p e c i f i c in t h ^ f ^ H W p ^ g rules, shall 
be done at no other part of the day, ( ' X x ^ l K permission or t h e 
House, . . 

1 7 . . W h e n any member is about to spe! 
: ver any matter to the Houses he shall rise 1 
respectfully address h i m s e l f to "Mr. Speaker," 3 
himself to the question » under debate, and avoid 
- 1 8 . If any member m speaking or otherwise, 

rules of the House, the Speaker shall, or any member 
• hi m u> order, w h o shall immediately sit down, unless p ? 

to explain, and the* House shall if appealed to decide on the 
'' but without debate, if there 'be'; no appeal the decision of 
> Chair shall be submitted to. If the decision be in favor of the 

member called to order, he shall lie at liberty to proceed, if other-
wise, he shall not be permitted to proceed without leave 
the House, and if the case requrie it, he shall be liable to the censure 

debate, or deliver 
seat and res-

confine 
v. •: 

t h e 
call 

of the House. 
19. When two or more members happen to rise at once, the 

Speaker shall name the n u m b e r who is first to speak. 
20. No member shall speak more thai; twice to the same 

question, without leave of the House, nor more than once, until 
every member choosing to speak, shall have spoken. 

'21. If the question pending be lost by adjournment of the 
House, and revived on the succeeding day', no member w h o 
shall have spoken twice in the preceding day. shall be permit-

- t§.d again to .speak, without leave. ' 
v 22 . Whilst the Speaker is putting any ques t ion ,or addressing 
, s ing the House, none shtyll walk out o f or across the House, nor 



I entertain private 
shall pass between 

l ii 

m sucli case when a member is speaking shall 
discourse, nor whilst a member is speaking, 

him and the Chair. 
23. No member ?shall vote on aO^ question, in the event of 

which he is immediately and particularly interested, or in any 
case where he was not present, when the question was put. 

of the House on any question 
shall be counted, 
t be in the House when the 

te, unless the House for special 

made and seconded, it shall be stated 
writing it shall be handed to the Chair 

•before debate. 
reduced to writing if the Speaker 

24. Upon a decision and count 
tiou, no member without the 

25. Every member who si 
question is put, sha l l give his 
reasons shall excuse him. 

20. W h e n a motion is 
by the Speaker, or being in 
and read aloud by the Clerk 

27. Every motioi| 
or any member require it. 

28. After a motion W ? stated by the Speaker, or read by the 
Clerk, it shall be deemed to be in possession of the House, but 
may be withdrawn QWauy time before decision or amendment. 

29. When a ques t ion is under debate, no motion shall be re-
ceived but to a d j o u r n , to lie on the table, for the previous ques-
tion, to postpone to a 'day certain, to commit or amend, to post-
pone indeterminately; which several motions shall have precedence 
in the order in whicl^ they are arranged, and no motion to post-

pone to a day certain^ to commit or to postpone indefinitely be 
; decided, shall be again allowed on the same day and at the 

same stage of the bill or proposition. A motion to strike out 
the enacting words ofj a bill, shall have precedence of a motion 
to amend, and if carried shall be considered equivalent to its re-
jection. ! 

30. When a resolution shall be offered, or a motion made to 
refer any subject, and different Committees shall be proposed, the 
question shall be taken in the following order: the Committee 
of the whole House oh the affairs of the State, the Committee 
of the whole House, a standing Committee, a select Committee. 

31. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and the 
motion to lie on the table, shall be decided without debate. 

32. T h e previous question shall be in this form, "shall the 
main question be n o w put ?" it shall be only admitted when de-
manded by a majority of the members present; and until it is 
decided, shall preclude all amendments, and further debate of the 
main question. * 

33. On a previous question there shall be no debate. 



34. When a q u e s T i o n postponed indefinitely M h e same 
shall not lie acted upon u M k d u r i i i g the session. 

35. Any member in;«y call jor the division of a question, 
questions so distinct, 

y stand entire for the de-
io out being lo>t, shall pre-

to strike out and insert, 
committed at the pleasure 

subject different from that 
under color of amendment. 

made, and carried in the 
order for any member of 

ton thereof, on the same 
•hull take precedence 

adjourn. 
for, and the same 
•determined bv a vote 

which shall be divided if it 
that on being taken away the 
decision ol the House ; a motion 

preclude neither amendment nor a n1 

36. Motions and reports may 
of the House. 

37. No motion or proposition <? 
under consideration, shall be admitted 

38. When a motion has been once 
affirmative or negative, it shall be i? 
the majority to move lor a reconsideration 
or the succeeding day, and such motion' 
of all other questions, except a motion to 

39. When the reading of a paper is ca: 
is objected to by any member, it shall be 
of the House. 

40. A proposition requesting information FHfcjthe Governor 
of the State. «or directing it to be furnished heads of 
either of the E x e c u t i v e Departments, shall lie on n j t a b l e one 
day for consideration, unless otherwise ordered by tMhioani 
mous consent of the House ; and all such propositions s 
taken up for consideration in the order they were presented T _ 

mediate ly after reports are called for tram Select Committee?, 
and when adopted the Clerk s$iiiU cause the same to be de-
livered. 

41. Petitions, memorials and other papers, addressed to the 
House, shall be presented by the Speaker, or by a member in 
his place : a brief statement of the contents thereof shall verbal-
ly be made by the introducer, land shall not be debated or 
decided on the day of theif being first read, unless where the 
House shall direct otherwise, but shall lie on the table, to be 
taken up in the order they^were read. 

42. Any fifteen members ( including the Speaker, if there be 
one) shall be authorized ttf compel the attendance of absent 
members. V 

43. Upon calls of the H o u s e in taking the ayes and noes 
on any question, the names j f the members shall be called 
alphabetically. „ 

44. Any member t^ may eXcuse himself from serving on any, 



commit tee at the time of his appo in tment ; il lie is then a mem-
ber of three; other committee?. J * 

45. No member shall absent himself from the service of the 
house, unless ho have leave or be. sick and unable to attend. 
46<i. Upon the call of the House the names of the members 

shall be called over by tin Clerk lfV and the absentees noted ; after 
which the names of the absentees shall again be called over ; 
the doors shall then be shut , and those for whom no excuse or 
insufficient excuse are m a d e ^ nay by order of those present, if 
ten in number , be taken into Cus tody as they appear, or may 
he sent tor and taken into custody wherever to be found by 
special messengers to be appointed for that purpose. 

47. W h e n a member shajl" be d i scharged from custody and 
admit ted to h u seat, the House shall de termine whether such 
d ischarge he with or without p a y i n g fees; and in like manner 
whe ther a de l inquent member taken into custody by a special 
messenger shall or sjfJrTl not he liable to defray the expense of 
such special messenger. 

48. A Sergeant at- Arms shall be appointed to his office 
d u r i n g th;: pleasure of the House, whose duty it shall he to 
a t tend the House d priii or its session, to execute the commands 
of the house f r o m time to time, together with all such process 
issued bgwTi authority thereof, as shall be directed to him by the 
Speg 

T h e fees o f t h e Sergeant -at Arms shall he—for every 
arrest the sum of two dollars ; for each day 's custody and re-

leasement, one dollar ; and for t ravel l ing expenses for himself 
or special messenger go ing and re tu rn ing , twelve and a half 
cents per mile. ! 

O F B I L L S . 

50. E v e r y hill shall be in t roduced by motion for leave, or 
by an order o f t h e House on the report of the committee, and in 
ei ther case a report of the committee, to prepare the same shall 
be appointed. 

51. Eve ry bill ghall receive three several readings in the 
House previous to its passage. All bills shall be despatched in 
order as they were introduced, unless where the House shall 
direct otherwise ; b|ut no bill shall be twice read on the same 
day without the su 
fifths of the House. 

(suspension of the rule by a majority of four-



52. When a bill shall pass it shall be certified by the Clerk, 
not ing the day of its paSsage at the foot thereof. 

5:5." T h e first reading 'of a bill shall he for information, and 
if opposition ho made to it, (.he question shall be, '-shall this bill 
be rejected !' ' If no opposition be made, or if the question to 
reject l>e negatived, the bill«s|tall go to its second reading -with-
out a question. 

51. l : | iou the second reading of a bill the Speaker shall 
state it as ready lor commitment. '«amendment, or eng ros smen t ; 
and if committed, then a question 
ing or select committee, at to a 
the House shall determine on wl 

55 After commitment and re 
any time before its passage, a bill 

56. No amendment by way of 
bill 011 its third reading;. 

O F C O M M I T T E E S O F 

57. It shall be in order th roughout 

be, whether to a stand-
committee of the whole house : 
day. 
report thereof to the House, or at 
ay be recommitted, 
ier shall be received to any 

W H O L E . 

Le session for the 
whole House on House to resolve itself into a committee of 1 

the affairs of the State. 
58. In forming a committee of the whole House Uhe Speaker 

shall leave his chair , and a cha i rman to preside iir*»9 committee 
shall be appointed by the Speaker . 

59. T h e Rules of the House, so far as applicable, slia^ifee 
observed in Committee of the Whole. 

60. Upon bills committed to a committee of the whole H o u s e ' 
the bill shall be first read th roughou t by the clerk, and then 
again read and debated by clauses, leaving the preamble to be 
last considered ; tli« body of the bill shall not be defaced or inter-
lined, but all amendments . no t ing the page and line, shall bo du ly 
entered by the Clerk Sp a separate paper, as the same shall be 
agreed to by the Committee, and so reported to the House ; after 
report the bill shall again be subject to be debated and amended 
by clauses, before a quest ion to engross it be taken. 

61 No s tanding rule ori^ order o f t h e House, shall be rescind-
ed or changed without one day 's notice being given ol the mo-
tion therefor. Nor shall any 1h|le be suspended, except by 
the vote of at least two thirds of the members present. Nor shall 
the order of business as established byU?e rules of the House, 
be postponed or changed, except by a vote least two thirds of 
the members present. v „ . \ 



62. It shall be in order for the 
report at any time. I 

63. No person shall be permitted 
in the chamber occupied by the House~ 
unless with the consent of th« Speaker] 

64. T h e rules for paying J 
fore this House, or Either of, " 
(or each day a witness ehal l j 
each mile he shall travel,; " 
of examination, the sum 
but nothing; shall be paid 
has been summoned at the 

65. All questions of order 
the decision, and put toget 
session. 

committee enrolled b i l t i ^ M g 

perform divine service^ 
of Representatives uh- f 

summoned to appear be 
committees shall be as fo l lows^ 

The sum of two dollars; fo l j 
to,' or going from the place 

and a half cents each way 
home, wlven the witness;;'^ 

re of trial 
shall be noted by the Clerk witft-^ 
t the end of ^ e journal of every" 

H 

J O I N T R U L E S A N D orderS O P T H E Two H O U S E S ? 

1. In every case amendment of a bill agreed -to in one 
House and dissent M l p in the other, if either House gjshait request 
a conference and appoint a Committee for that purpose, and the '- \ t 
other House shgjr alsO appoint a (Committee to confer ̂ Biich com-
mittee sliaiy^Ta convenient hour to be agreed to by their Chair-
man, xmjfm the conference chamber and state to,each other ver-
bally ^in writing, as' either shall choose, the reasons ol thefirj"* 
respective Houses, for ^nd against the amendments and confer 
freely thereon. •! , 

2. When a message shall be sent from t senate to the 
House of Representatives, it shall be announced i. 
the House, by t^e Door Keeper, and sh'al 
communicated to thB sr chair jjby.the person 

3. T h e same ceremony Shall be observed, 
shall be sent from the house of Repepresentatives«| 

4. Messages shall be sent by such persons as a sense 
propriety in each House may determine 

5. While bills are op their passage $ i 
they shall be on paper, and under A signature of the secretary 
or Clerk, of each House respectively 

6. After a bill shall passed both houses it shall be du 

__ door i.'i'^fi 
respectfully com-

it may- be sent 
a message 

es to Senate,, 
a^fnse < i | j w £ f § 

proper, 
between this two Houses «w, 

clerk of the house of Senate, as the bill may other of the Houses, before it of the state 
duly enrolled on paper by the enrolling representatives have 
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